189-Migratory Birds-c


Today we conclude our series of discussions about the incredible design features of birds, and yet unexplained phenomena surrounding bird migration, especially when it entails a nonstop, cross-oceanic trip. Perhaps no more dramatic demonstration of such an seeming impossible trip could be offered than that of the American Golden Plover. The American Golden Plovers migrate across northeastern Canada and then by a nonstop flight reach South America. In spring they return by way of the Mississippi Valley. Their entire route, therefore, is in the form of a great ellipse with a major axis of 8,000 miles and a minor axis of about 2,000 miles. The western subspecies migrates across the Pacific Ocean to various localities including the Hawaiian islands. These birds somehow determine their homeward course over long distances, with no external orientation. They possess some unexplained faculty of being able, wherever they are, to determine their position relative to their home territory from their immediate surroundings, over stretches of ocean, day and night, mile after mile; always on course.  These birds are equipped with a precise 'autopilot,' which apparently is constantly measuring its geographical position and comparing the data with its individually "programmed" destination. In this way an economical, energy-saving and direct flight is guaranteed. Just where this vital system is to be found and how this operating information is coded not known.

Like all one-stop, migratory birds, before its flight, the bird occupies itself with fattening up. Many migrants which ordinarily eat insects will switch to a diet of berries and other fruits., because fruits are abundant and high in carbohydrates and lipids which are readily converted to fat. Dr.-Ing. Werner Gitt, a German physics professor, closely examines the Golden Plover. In an article published by the ICR Impact, he reports some interesting observations. Its nonstop flight takes it across the open sea where there is no island en route; in addition, the bird cannot swim, so that a stop for rest is impossible. This flight involves an incredible 250,000 consecutive wing beats and lasts 88 hours. Dr. Gitt’s calculations show that the bird could not reach Hawaii, but should crash into the sea 800 kilometers off shore! However, because the Plover flies in a V formation, it saves 23% of it’s energy and so does reach Hawaii. 

Gitt concludes his article with a challenge, he states “For anyone who does not regard these finely adjusted processes as the work of a Creator, the following questions remain unanswered. How does the bird know how much fat is necessary? How does it arrange to have this amount just before the journey? How does the bird know the distance and the specific rate of fuel consumption? How does the bird know the way? How does it navigate? “

One should conclude that the anatomical, directional and navigational characteristics of the migrating bird are irreducibly complex. All of these attributes must be in place at the same time. And the instructions to the bird on how, when and where to prepare and conduct its migration must be direct and specific, only explainable as a result of the forethought and instruction of careful Creator. God is recorded in Job, Chapter 38, as rhetorically asking the person questioning God “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge”, followed by a series of questions about nature that Job could not answer, including, in Chapter 39, a question we still can not answer, verse 26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars, and stretches his wings toward the south?”  

