95 – Beaver - c


Last couple of discussions about the beaver have been about its remarkable design, specialized for aquatic life, and its uncanny dam, food storage, den and canal building skills. The beaver is a capable builder. Its best-known structures, the dams, are built by beavers that need to enlarge the underwater habitat open to them in winter. The dam creates a pond deep enough not to freeze to the bottom, providing storage for winter food and year-round underwater access to the lodge secure from predators. 

It begins by laying sticks and rocks in the stream bed at a narrow point in the river where the current is fastest. It may float larger logs and branches to first bridge the banks of this narrow point, providing structural support to the dam. It then embeds some sticks so that the butt ends face upstream, allowing the current to spread the branches more securely on the bottom and pack the stones, roots, and mud that complete the dam into the spaces between the twigs and leaves. Layer upon layer is added, and the result is a very stable earthwork that can withstand great water pressure and erosion. Dams as high as 16 feet have been discovered. 

Another impressive feat of beavers is the building of canals. Canals may extend a thousand feet along the base of a wooded hillside. Often 4 feet wide and 3 feet deep, they provide easy transportation for food supplies. Sometimes even these canals are dammed to maintain the water level on uneven ground, and occasionally nearby streams are diverted into canals to maintain the water level. Every fall, beavers in northern latitudes construct food caches, or piles, in deep water close to the lodge or bank den they have constructed. The bulk of the edible forage, or food, in the cache is held below the water surface by a thick top layer of small, leafy branches. The top layer protrudes well above the water surface, where it intercepts snow to provide an insulating cover that prevents water from freezing in and around the stored food. 

In several Native American legends the beaver is the "sacred center" of the land, employed by the Creator to separate the land from the water to make it suitable for man. The Bible student knows, however, the source of this little rodent’s wisdom, and who it really was that made our earth habitable. As Isaiah, over 2700 years ago proclaimed in the 45th chapter of his prophetic book, Thus says the Lord that created the heavens; He is the God that formed the earth and made it; and formed it to be inhabited. I am the Lord, and there is none else. 

